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On April 16 in Tokyo, former Colombian president Misael Pastrana told Spanish news service
EFE that "resolving" the foreign debt problem and eliminating barriers to Latin American trade
would permit generation of adequate financial resources for environmental conservation. According
to Pastrana, advanced industrial nations' proposal that Latin American governments contribute
75% of the cost for conservation is "difficult...if we have no income to co- finance such programs."
Pastrana said Latin America has lost many opportunities to exercise an active role in environmental
protection initiatives. He emphasized that the June 1992 global conference on environment and
development sponsored by the UN is an appropriate occasion for all nations to adopt a "role of
support and compromise." Leaders from 30 nations, including former US president Jimmy Carter,
Brazilian Finance Minister Marcilio Marques Moreira, Pastrana and former Mexican president
Miguel de la Madrid, were in Tokyo to participate in a three-day conference on distributing the
costs of environmental protection. Former Japanese ministers Noburu Takeshita and Toshiki Kaifu
coordinated the conference. Joseph Wheeler, an organizer of global environment conference, told
reporters that mobilizing resources for environmental conservation is urgent. He agreed with
Pastrana's view that reducing the foreign debt burden is vital toward enabling Latin American
governments to share costs. According to Wheeler, cuts in weapons spending are recommended for
developing nations since the arms trade serves as a disincentive to donor governments in financing
the cost of environmental protection and cleanup. He added that a special fund or market for
developing nations' products is also recommended. (Basic data from Spanish news service EFE,
04/16/92)
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